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Sayonara Sayaka..! (ARC) has annual seagrass (= amamo, Zostea marina) activities based in

Yokohama, located on the western side of the Tokyo inner bay. The
Tokyo Bay coastal region is the most populated region in Japan, with
around 30 million people, or about one fourth of Japan’s population.

People from different occupations and background are involved in
seagrass activities. Due to the highly industrial background of this region,
most of the natural coast has been destroyed, mainly due to
reclamation.

The region has suffered from red and blue tides (low oxygen sea water)

Many people who have every year especially in the inner, eastern end of the Bay. In the summer
different kinds of jobs and of 2003, a big red tide followed by blue tide outbreak occurred killing
background are involved many organisms on the coast. People from the local community,

schools, NPOs [Non-Profit Organisations], companies, universities, and
research institutes got together and collected seagrass seeds from an
intact area inside of the Tokyo bay, nurtured them in a sea water pool
and transplanted them to the Yokohama coastal region.

in Seagrass activities and
the characteristic of this
group is unique.
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Amamo transplantation activity

The trial was very successful. The present seagrass field is much more than
it was at least around 20-30 years back. On the other hand, micro-satellite
DNA analysis revealed the transplanted seagrasses were considered as
within the same variation of the species. Thus, we could avoid any
possible problem of genetic disturbance.

The annual activity is based on the biology of seagrasses in order to
maximise the growth of seagrass in the marine environment in Tokyo Bay.
The large coastal areas of reclaimed land have almost caused a total lost
of the natural marine environment for seagrass in the region, especially in
Yokohama and Tokyo.

We utilized the local know-how for restoration of seagrass fields which
have been accumulated in several private companies. Various bodies of
the local community, both public and private, supported the activities.

In this way, we have been stimulating public awareness about the
importance of restoration of the natural environment in the coastal region
in Tokyo Bay.

Events such as “Amamo transplantation activity” in April, “Gathering of
flower shoots with young seeds” in May-June, “Sorting of mature seeds in
July”, “Seeding of the mature seeds either by biodegradable palm-fiber
mattress or clay methods” in November, and “Forum for making marine
forest” in December are fascinating for public and schools.

In addition, we have monthly monitoring, Japanese wooden boat
experience, and workshops for environmental education which are all
providing access to the ocean.

Those events especially transplanting Seagrass activity were necessary to
maximise to growth Seagrass in Tokyo bay which needs recovery for
enrichment of Tokyo bay with many marine organisms. Fortunately now
Seagrass which we transplanted are growing widely and we can find
marine animals such as fish, squids, and shells in Seagrass areas.

We planned to go to Great Barrier Reef to see how community based
activities are organised with schools and public. This is an excellent
opportunity for fresh university students to be able to understand “Think
the global, Act local” concept!

We would love to see you again in Townsville and hopefully we can show
you a part of details of our activities in Japan.
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Hiroshi Terashima

Japan has recently taken
rapid, concrete steps to
adopt the Basic Ocean

Law which will be
implemented from July
2007.

The New Basic Ocean Law of Japan will be
Implemented in July 2007

By Hiroshi Terashima, Executive Director, Ocean Policy Research
Foundation, Japan

Since the coming into effect of UNCLOS in 1994, countries around the world
have been formulating and implementing comprehensive ocean policies to
conform to the new regime on the oceans. Although Japan is surrounded by
ocean, and has strong fishing and maritime industries, as well as a long
tradition of ocean research and development, its contribution to ocean
governance has been uninspiring. Its government agencies have been
characterized by their vertically compartmentalized division of functions,
making them particularly ill suited for addressing “the problems of ocean
space [that] are closely interrelated and need to be considered as a whole”.
These conditions are largely responsible for the ironic situation in which an
ocean state like Japan has made so little progress in the development, use,
conservation, and management of the vast ocean areas it has been
entrusted with by UNCLOS, nor make significant contributions to the
international cooperation and coordination indispensable to comprehensive
ocean management.

However, Japan has recently taken rapid and concrete steps to adopt the
Basic Ocean Law which was implemented from July 2007. The main impetus
behind this movement was a Proposal for a 21st Century Ocean Policy,
prepared by the Ocean Policy Research Foundation (OPRF) and presented to
related organizations including government and political parties in November,
2005. OPRF, along with the Nippon Foundation, proposed to the Liberal
Democratic Party to investigate the possibility to realize this Proposal; they
(LDP) took the initiative forming a multi-partisan Basic Ocean Law Study Group.
Coincidentally, the first meeting of this group was held on 24th April, 2006, the
88th birthday of the late Elisabeth Mann Borgese.

The Study Group consisted of many stakeholders agreed to the Ocean Policy
Guideline subtitled “On Becoming an Ocean State”after eight months of
exhaustive discussion. The Ocean Policy Guideline points out the urgent need
for new systems with which to address ocean issues, especially the need for a
Basic Ocean Law in support of comprehensive ocean management. The
Ocean Policy Guideline also called for the Basic Ocean Law to state clearly
the basic philosophy and principles underlying ocean policy, the obligations
and responsibilities of national and regional public bodies, industry, and the
general public. It also called for the Law to put forth a Basic Ocean Plan and
state the basic policies necessary to achieve it, establish a comprehensive
ocean policy council at the cabinet level, and appoint a Minister for the
Ocean to ensure effective and continuous implementation of ocean policy.
The Basic Ocean Law was drafted based on the Ocean Policy Guideline and
the bill was presented and passed by the Lower and Upper Houses of
Government in April, 2007.
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Sayaka and Ee Phin flying the flag
for Japan’s national rugby team

Suporting the Japanese rugby team

(Top from left) Robin,Sayaka,Damien
(Bottom) Clive
Farewell tea party

Internship in 10l (Australia)
By Sayaka Kikuoka

It’s already six months since | came to Townsville. Everything was so new
and different.

| have been interested in marine protection activities in Australia. As
might have been expected, there are many kinds of activities, and | am
impressed by the people who are positively participating in conservation
activities. Their participation comes from a deep love of their natural
environment. The rich natural environment creates a sense of serenity
and calmness to the people. | think keeping our environment safe and in
good condition is important for our wellbeing.

IOl (Australia) members (Robin, Posa and Damien) gave me a warm
welcome, and Masako Otsuka, the Director of 10I-Japan, also assisted
me with my time internship at IOl. The IOl team cared about me and
spent their time assisting me despite their busy schedule. One of my
memorable moments was the celebration of my birthday at Hogs-
Breath Café and also my first Australian birthday card. | also enjoyed
going to watch a rugby game. It was a friendly match between
Australia and Japan. | was surprised they supported Japan by painting
their faces in Japanese colours and also wearing Japanese outfits.

IOl (Australia) gave me the opportunity to do a lot of things beside the
IOl work. This allowed me to attend English lessons, be involved in
community participation in monitoring seagrass beds and also attend to
catchment tours. | am grateful for everything that they have done for
me, which | will always cherish. What | am grateful for is the task that |
was given to do. Editing this 12| bilingual Newsletter has taught me new
skills and also allowed me to expand my network of friends. Everyone
has treated me well. | was sometimes depressed | was sure there was
nothing | could do. But everyone has supported and advised me. So |
have been cheered up by their encouragement! On this final occasion
as the editor of this Newsletter | would like to thank all of you for your
support, encouragement and guidance.

Sayonara Sayaka!
By Robin South

Thank-you Sayaka for seeing eye-to-eye with I0I! With this your last edition
of Itol we wish you good luck with your new ventures in Perth. By forging a
link between IOIl-Japan and 10! (Australia), you have helped us establish
the first Japanese/English newsletter for the 10I. Itol has highlighted some
of the many links between Japan and Australia, and we hope that the
newsletter will continue; it will be a legacy of your internship with us, and of
the warm friendship that we share with our Japanese friends. Have a safe
journey, and good luck!
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